
GROW TEES VALLEY CONFERENCE
Riverside Stadium, 18th November 2021



Programme – subject to change

09:00 Conference opens
09:30 Welcome and morning keynotes
10:45 Break and exhibition
11:15 Workshops

- Finding Grant Funding
- Creating AMAZING Teams

12:15 Lunch and exhibition
13:00 Afternoon keynotes
14:15 Break and exhibition
14:45 Workshops

- Introduction to Digital Marketing
- Raising the Right Finance

15:45 Conference closes



Keynote speaker

Ben Houchen
Tees Valley Mayor

On 6th of May 2021 residents of Darlington, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland and
Stockton-on-Tees re-elected Ben Houchen (Conservative) as the Tees Valley Mayor.

The Mayor chairs the Combined Authority and works alongside the five Tees Valley Councils to
improve the economy of the area, bring in new investment and create jobs. He has responsibility
over transport, homes & communities, culture & tourism, skills & education, business growth &
investment and devolution.



Keynote speaker
Mel Ellyard

Senior Manager
British Business Bank (deliverers of the 

Northern Powerhouse Investment Fund)

The British Business Bank is the UK’s economic development bank breaking down barriers in access
to finance for businesses across the UK. As part of the UK Network, Mel engages closely with small
business finance stakeholders, helping to ensure smaller businesses are aware of finance options
and ensuring the role of the British Business Bank is understood. Mel is also the relationship manager
for the Northern Powerhouse Investment Fund (NPIF) with responsibility for ensuring the Fund is
delivered across the Yorkshire, Humber and Tees Valley Areas.

Previously Mel has worked with the Leeds City Region LEP on innovation, with Grant Thornton in their
growth team, with Capital for Enterprise as CEO for the North and helped found a successful
biotech company in the North. Mel is a passionate supported of diversity and inclusion and is
always looking for new connections.



Keynote speaker
Henri Murison

Director
Northern Powerhouse Partnership

As its first permanent Director, Henri has established the Northern Powerhouse Partnership as the
business led organisation which convenes the North together. From securing further investment to
guarantee HS2 and Northern Powerhouse Rail would work together as an integrated high speed
network, to challenging for a better deal for the most disadvantaged from the education system,
his team are focused on how government, business and partners can drive the North’s ambitions.

Before joining the Partnership, he worked in senior research and public affairs roles for the West
Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioner and Yorkshire Building Society, as well as previously
serving as Cabinet Member for Quality of Life at Newcastle City Council.



Keynote speaker
Catherine Bladen

Chief Operating Officer
Absolute Antibody

Catherine has more than 20 years’ experience in biochemistry research (specifically protein
identification, purification and characterization) in the UK and USA. She completed her PhD in 2001
in the Cancer Research Unit at Newcastle University, studying novel proteins involved in p53
independent cancer pathways. From there, Catherine moved to the Medical College of Georgia
(USA) identifying proteins involved in double stranded DNA repair as a consequence of medical
radiation exposure (radiotherapy). Catherine then spent 7 years at Leeds University researching the
role of DNA repair and oxidative stress in Osteoarthritis. A further two years were then spent at
Newcastle University leading a large, multi-national research project identifying mutations leading
to Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy in an effort to understand how mutation status and clinical
outcomes were connected.
Catherine joined Absolute Antibody in 2015 and leads its research, manufacturing and production
teams.



Keynote speaker
Laura Woods

Director of Academic Enterprise
Teesside University

Laura leads a business-focused team whose remit is to promote and develop productive external
relationships for the University, working across academic Schools and externally with private, public
and third sector organisations.

Laura is responsible for knowledge transfer, consultancy and commercialisation, employer-led
workforce development and degree apprenticeships, graduate employability, student and
graduate entrepreneurship and business start-up, business liaison and marketing, external funding
and major project development and management, and the provision of a central infrastructure to
support delivery of professional services.



Keynote speaker
Dai Hayward

CEO
Micropore

Dai has been CEO of Micropore since 2010 and has led the transition from a lab-based technology
to a growing global business. Dai graduated in Chemistry and Physiology, has an MBA, and is a
Fellow of the UK’s Royal Society of Chemistry. Dai’s career has been spent in performance
chemicals and related businesses, including with Dow Chemical and Thomas Swan in various
locations in the UK, Middle East and USA.

Dai is a founder Director of NEPIC, a past Chairman of the UK Chemical Industry Association’s
Responsible Care Board and Specialised Organic Chemicals Sector Association. He has been
awarded an MBE for services to exports and the North East Chemical industry, the Commercial
Development & Marketing Association (USA) Golden C Award for professional excellence in
commercial development and the UK’s Chemical Industries Association Award. Dai also volunteers
for The Prince’s Trust in his spare time.



Workshop
Get Rich Quick-er by Accessing the Right Finance

As part of the hugely successful Grow Tees Valley Pitch Perfect Access to Finance
Programme, this engaging and interactive workshop will provide insights on what
finance is available to help your business grow.
A panel of finance expert speakers will answer pressing questions and a discovery
session will help participants identify the most appropriate type of finance tailored to
their individual needs and ambitions. Finally, past participants from the programme will
share the benefits of the upcoming programme and the value Pitch Perfect has brought
them.

Speakers: Ammar Mirza CBE, SME Centre of Excellence
Jordan Dargue, SME Centre of Excellence
Lee Viney, Innovate UK
Dave Hawkins, FW Capital
Mags Bradshaw, Red Button
Tom McGee, X-Heat



Workshop
Introduction to Digital Marketing

The past decade has seen a rapid expansion in the tools available to promote your
business but we regularly hear stories of businesses for whom investment in digital tools
has led to disappointing results. This workshop goes back to the principles of marketing
communications and explains where digital channels do (and don’t) work well.

We will run through each of the tools available such as social media, SEO, pay-per-click
advertising, etc. and share real experiences from people who are using these tools in
practice.

Speakers: Charlie Nettle, AV Dawson / This Is Marketing
Mark Easby, Better
Jim Entwistle, Great North Air Ambulance
Gary Thompson, Teesside University
David Dixon, Digital City



Workshop
Creating AMAZING Teams

Whether you are creating, or expanding an existing team, how can you ensure that you
and your team members are performing as an AMAZING team?

An interactive session with guest speakers who will bring to life what an AMAZING team
feels like and how to create one by looking at what ‘Being in the Arena’ means for us as
leaders and our teams.

Speakers: Jacqui Donnelly, Achieving Change Ltd
Steve Bagshaw CBE, UK Government’s Vaccines Taskforce (via Zoom
interview)
Alix Bolton, Northumbrian Water



Workshop
Finding Grant Funding

As Grant funding can be hugely valuable in supporting growth and overcoming
challenges, helping to unlock potential and accelerate business plans. However, over
the past few years applying for grants has become more competitive and success rates
can be below 5% for some schemes.

This workshop will introduce the grants available to Tees Valley businesses and social
enterprises, sharing some tips on how to increase your chances of success and where to
go for further support.

Speakers: Omar Al-Janabi, Teesside University
Alexander Ebinger, Hart Bio
Jeff Breen, Cornerstone Fundraising and Development
Dyllan Phipps, Tees Valley Business
Suhail Aslam, Teesside University


